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Introduction
From 2006 through 2012, Mexico facing a dramatical increase in the homicide rate. Not only the homicide rate, but other drug-related violence also increases since Mexican President Calderon was elected and start the war on the drug in 2006. Even though the Mexican government and military try their best effort, the result is still dissatisfactory. Mexican citizens have worse living condition since the violence, especially for the citizens who live in the border area amongst Mexico as well as the United States. The purpose of the war on drug is to eliminate Drug Trafficking Organization (DTO), reduce the threat of drug cartels, and increase the security safety for the citizens.
However, the result comes out of the opposite. There are still many DTO active in the Mexican city. The threat of drug cartels did not decrease due to the fact that visible violence is increasing. Ordinary citizens have been forced to get involved in the fight between cartels and the government military. This led to a question about what went wrong in the drug war. In other words, what is the primary factor that leads to a dramatic increase in drug-related violence during the drug war period? This study analyzes a number of different factors that may be the reasons that cause the Mexican violence to increase during drug war, and these factors include the victory of election of PAN mayors, the conflicts between drug cartels, low Mexican government coordination power, and the corruption within Mexico from the top federal government to the local-level policy officer. Based on the research on other scholars’ academic research articles that I have read and analyze, I will argue that even though all of these factors have the possibility to cause the increase in violence, the corruption within Mexico is the root cause of the problem. All the other factors have a strong connection with the corruption of the Mexican government.
To progress the argument, the initial sector of this article will clarify the detail on the argument. The second section will have 4 subsections that describe the detail on each of the four factors that may cause the increasing violence in the drug war. The discussion will come along with different perspectives from different scholars and use their point of views to analyze the possibility of the factors and support my argument. The third section will be the conclusion of this study. It will bring along with a statement that explains why this article matter.
The logic of the Argument
	The research question asks what could be the factors that cause an intense increment in fierceness in Mexico in the course of the drug war. After the research, four answers come out to be the possible answer, which is the election of PAN mayors, corruption, the battle between cartels, and Mexican government low coordination power. In the following section, more detail will be provided to prove all factors will be a reasonable answer. However, based on researches, corruption turns out to be the best answer to this research question. All the other factor relates to the corruption of the government. Mexican low coordination power leads to the fact that different level of government does not share a common policy object. (Rios, et al, V 2015) It makes corruption easier to happen because the trafficker only needs to bribe a small part of the government instead of the government to get their way.
 The victory of the election of Pan mayors leads to some new policy that forces the traffickers to change the route to smuggle their drugs,(Melissa, et al, 2014) meaning that traffickers will fight over the municipality in order to monopolize the municipality and minimize the transportation cost. However, smuggle through the border is hard without bribe officers. Government corruption is necessary if traffickers want to do their business even the policy change. In result, the best answer will be that corruption of the Mexican government is the primary cause of the increased violence in Mexico.
Four factors cause drug-related violence
· Mexican low coordination power
	Government coordination power has a strong connection with Mexican drug-related violence. Coordination actor shares the same interests, beliefs, and preferences more than the rivals do. When the government is discordant, different level of the government will be hard to share common policy objectives (Rios, et al, 2015). It is the truth that coordinating the government will have a stronger force against the trafficking cartels. It makes it harder for the traffickers to obtain information on one level of the government about the other level of the government.
 Then the violence will be less likely to occur since the trafficking cartels do not want to fight the government as a whole. But since the coordination power is lower in Mexico now. Meaning that trafficker will be more likely to corporate some level of the government to fight the other level of the government such as getting the information from the corruption level of government. In this case, the corruption level of government does not need to actually physically fight the other level of the government and they can get some sort of benefit, such as money, from the cartels. However, simply by knowing more information about what the government will do will gain the confidence of cartels against the government, then drug-related violence will be inevitable.
· Election of PAN Mayors
	Before 2000, Ernesto Zedillo was the president of Mexico, and he was a member of the Institutionalized Revolutionary Party (PRI). PRI has a passive attitude toward the drug trade, and it is widespread drug-related corruption. After 2000, Vicente Fox wins the election to become the president of Mexico, and Felipe Calderon is after Fox from 2006 through 2012. They are both members of the National Action Party (PAN). In this section, the article primary focus on the period from 2006 to 2012. Based on the graph that Melissa provide in this article, (Melissa, et al, 2014). It is easy to tell on the face that drug trade-related homicides increase by a significant amount. One reason can be that the crackdowns initiated by PAN force the cartels to change their original routes to delivering the drug.
 However, traffickers always want to minimize the transports cost so that they can earn more profit. This will cause the traffickers to fight over their rivals to try to monopolize the municipality for drug delivery. Since the transport route getting less and less, the competition will be more intense, meaning that more violence will happen, especially in the border area and municipality that allow drug transportation. In addition, when the cartels are fighting over rivals, the citizens will be forced to get involve between the fight. Also when the PAN initiate crackdown, they fail to provide a strategy to protect the ordinary citizens (Michael, et al, 2016) In this case, the drug trade-related homicides will increase.
· The conflict between cartels. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]	Based on the research that Angelica did, she analyzes trafficking-related violence in two dimensions, which is visible and frequency (Angelica, et al, 2015). Visible violence is for cartels to show their power. When cartels receive no credible protection from the corruption government or they do not afraid of the power of the state action, they are more likely to use visible violence. In the opposite, when cartels receive credible protection from the corruption government or the nation can excellently violate them, they would want to hide the visible violence ability in order to receive less attention from the government (Angelica, et al, 2015). Also, visible violence is largely depending on nation safety gadget. Consistent state safety gadget can decrease the visible violence, and a fragmented one will increase the visible fierceness.
 The other dimension, which is the regularity of fierceness largely influenced by on the sum of organizations in a given city. When one cartel monopolizes the city drug trade activities, the frequency of the violence will be less than when multiple cartels are fighting for the business authority within the given city. Angelica only mentions that the conflict between cartels may be the cause of increased violence in Mexico, and give data to support her point of view. However, she did not provide the evidence to show that conflict between is the primary cause of the increased violence, which lead to the argument that I make about the conflict between cartels is not the primary factor causing the increase violence.
· Corruption within government
	Mexican drug-related violence is inseparable with corruption. However, some scholars argue that violence and corruption have positive meaning when corruption increase, then violence will increase too, while other scholars argue the opposite way. Based on Stephen article about how violence is related to the corruption, he argue that when the state and criminal are on the same boat and acting together, then the increase in corruption will decrease the violence. If the state and criminals are in a competitive environment, then the positive relationship between violence and corruption will occur. (Stephen, et al, 2016) This statement is not supporting the argument that I make about that corruption is the primary factor cause the violence to increase.
 However, due to the fact that there are a total of six large drug cartels active in Mexican, this makes the drug market competitive. Also, there three large parties active within Mexico, so this make it almost impossible for state and criminal to be unified. In this case, the relationship between violence and corruption in Mexico should be positive. In addition, according to the other scholar article, Michael actually uses some cases study to show that poor governance at the local level in Juarez, which involve corruption, actually cause the drug-related violence to increase. (Michael, et al, 2016)
	To conclude, as a result, four factors, including election of PAN Mayors, corruption, conflict between cartels, and Mexican low coordination power, can all be reasonable answers, but only the factor corruption can be the best answer to my question: what is the primary factor that leads to the dramatic increase in drug-related violence during the drug war period? Notice the Mexican government corruption is the primary factor, now the government can focus on the reorganization of each level of the government system, so that they can gather all the knowledge, resources, and force they have together, and use them efficiently to eliminate the trafficking cartels, and increase the security safety level with minimum amount of corruption, since corruption can never be eliminated completely.
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